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PERSPECTIVE

Ethanol for a Sustainable Energy Future

José Goldemberg*

Renewable energy is one of the most efficient ways to achieve sustainable development. Increasing its
share in the world matrix will help prolong the existence of fossil fuel reserves, address the threats posed
by climate change, and enable better security of the energy supply on aglobal scale.

Most of the “new renewable energy sources’ are still undergoing large-scale commercial development,
but some technologies are aready well established. These include Brazilian sugarcane ethanol, which,
after 30 years of production, is a global energy commaodity that is fully competitive with motor gasoline

and appropriate for replication in many countries.
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